The Brando
TETIAROA

Pacific Beachcomber augments its portfolio of resorts in French Polynesia
with a luxurious eco-retreat built on Marlon Brando’s private atoll.
Words: Dan Stapleton | Photography: Courtesy of Pacific Beachcomber
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n a corner of the South Pacific that has become synonymous with
sprawling resorts and rows of over-water bungalows, The Brando is
a definite outlier. This new French Polynesian retreat, which sits on
a small, sandy islet inside a coral atoll, comprises just 35 villas with
a maximum combined occupancy of 88. It has been built according
to the wishes of the late Marlon Brando, who purchased the atoll,
Tetiaroa, in the 1970s and dreamed for decades of constructing a
quietly luxurious eco-hotel for fellow castaways.
The resort’s buildings, by French Polynesian firm Pierre-Jean
Picart Architecte, have been designed with such deference to their

surroundings that they are barely visible from the air. By using onhand materials such as Polynesian pandanus leaf and ironwood
that was harvested from Tetiaroa’s other islets, the firm has created
camouflaged structures that are both aesthetically pleasing and easy
to repair. Crucially, each building has been positioned so as not to
obstruct movement along the islet’s beaches.
“It was Marlon’s vision to be able to walk around the island and
enjoy the beaches and lagoon without any barriers,” says Richard
Bailey, CEO of Pacific Beachcomber, the French Polynesian hotel
group that operates The Brando. “As a result, we opted not to
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Above & Opposite: By using on-hand materials such as Polynesian pandanus leaf and ironwood that was harvested from Tetiaroa’s other islets, Pierre-Jean Picart
Architecte has created camouflaged structures that are both aesthetically pleasing and easy to repair

construct over-water bungalows and instead built villas set back
from the beach.
“There are places on the islet where structures are visible peeking
out from the natural landscape, but when viewed from the beach
the entire atoll, including the lagoon, appears in its primordial state.
This would not have been possible with over-water bungalows.
The lagoon of Tetiaroa is so breathtakingly beautiful that it seemed
irreverent even to contemplate any evidence of human development
on such a pristine expanse of nature.”
Bailey first met Brando in the 1990s, when the actor was searching
for a suitable partner to help bring his hotel dream to fruition.
“Together,” says Bailey, “we pursued a vision of creating the world’s
first ‘post-carbon’ resort – a place where innovative new technologies
would enable a self-sustaining luxury environment for hotel guests.
The Brando is the legacy of that shared vision.”
After Brando’s death in 2004, Bailey worked with the actor’s estate
to finalise plans for the resort. Six years of meticulous landscaping
and construction followed. After several false starts, The Brando
finally opened in 2014. And by anyone’s measure, it is a true five-star
resort. There are two restaurants helmed by Michelin-starred French
chef Guy Martin, a pristine spa overlooking a lily-covered pond, and
expansive fitness facilities including tennis courts and a diving and
kayaking centre. The villas, which were decked out in shades of ecru

and taupe by Parisian interior designers ID Associés, include media
rooms with wireless functionality and outdoor plunge pools.
But it is The Brando’s sustainability initiatives, not its luxury
trimmings, that set it apart from other high-end tropical resorts.
Pacific Beachcomber is actively promoting features such as the atoll’s
100% renewable electricity supply (generated by solar panels and
an on-site coconut oil power station) and the resort’s sophisticated
waste-water recycling program. Perhaps most impressive is the seawater air-conditioning (SWAC) system, which provides abundant
cool air to every building in the resort.
“Even in a tropical setting like Tetiaroa, the deepest ocean waters
remain ice cold throughout the year,” Bailey explains. “SWAC takes
advantage of these naturally chilled waters by piping them to land
and using the water as a coolant. It’s a simple idea – but one that
took many years to put into effect.”
Marlon Brando had heard of the principle of SWAC as early as the
early 1970s and he dreamed of making it a reality on Tetiaroa. He
suggested the idea to Bailey when the pair were trying to figure out
how to rely on renewable energy without compromising on luxury
and air conditioning. To test the principle, Pacific Beachcomber
conceived, developed and installed the world’s first private airconditioning system using SWAC at another of its properties, the
InterContinental Bora Bora Resort & Thalasso Spa.
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This Page: The Brando features two restaurants
helmed by Michelin-starred French chef Guy Martin,
a pristine spa overlooking a lily-covered pond, and
expansive fitness facilities including tennis courts
and a diving and kayaking centre

“This demonstrated that it was possible
to air-condition a luxury hotel at a very
competitive cost without the use of fossil
fuels,” Bailey says. “And now, SWAC is the
cornerstone of our renewable energy system
at The Brando.”
For Pacific Beachcomber, which operates
seven other resorts in French Polynesia,
including four large InterContinental hotels,
The Brando is a chance to claim the very
top end of the South Pacific luxury market.
At €3,000 per night during high season, the
resort will be out of the reach of the vast
majority of visitors to the region. But Bailey
and his team are confident that The Brando
has something compelling to offer those who
can afford it.
Already, Hollywood A-listers have spent
time on Tetiaroa, attracted in part by the
unparalleled privacy (the only way for guests
to reach the resort is by private plane, and a
waterborne security detail monitors the atoll
24/7 for unauthorised boat arrivals). And,
although he won’t be specific, Bailey hints
at further development plans for the atoll in
2015, indicating Pacific Beachcomber’s firm
commitment to its latest venture.

EXPRESS CHECKOUT: 35 villas | 2 restaurants | 2 bars | Spa | www.thebrando.com
Owner / Operator: Pacific Beachcomber | Architecture: Pierre-Jean Picart Architecte | Interior Design: ID Associés
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