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In a genuine effort to be greener,
the world is embracing environmental
and social responsibility in all aspects
of life as we move toward proper care of
our planet. Travel is no different, writes
Nicole Lenoir-Jourdan, who has
sourced the most sustainable
offerings that don’t skimp
on luxury either.

R
Buahan in Ubud,
Indonesia, embodies the
very spirit of light-touch
travel with their zerowaste, locally sourced
philosophy that lets
nature star.

esponsible, light-touch travel
has come a long way since the
obligatory note on your hotel bed
offered the opportunity to save
water by opting for unwashed
towels for the duration of your stay.
Luxury eco-friendly escapes now
abound worldwide for those who wish to make a conscious
effort to conserve the natural environment, support local
communities and lower their carbon footprint.
From resorts built from the ground up with sustainability
in mind to Green Globe-certified communities and
everything in between, travel destinations are responding
to the demand for green travel while ensuring no luxurious
stone is unturned. Locally sourced produce and giving back
wherever possible is de rigeur, and zero waste and carbonneutral initiatives go hand in hand with wellness for those
who wish to relax and exhilaration for the more active.
So, next time you travel, do more than just offset your air
miles. Consider somewhere that places a priority on what
matters most to you and our planet. No dirty towel in sight.
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Luxuries at Shinta Mani
consist of open-air bathtubs
facing the wild river and
tents scattered with
European antiques.

BUAHAN
Ubud
Indonesia

SHINTA MANI
Cardamom Mountains
Cambodia

B

S

uahan is a Banyan Tree escape set in an
off-the-beaten-track, untouched part
of northern Ubud. Pioneering a no walls,
no doors concept, the resort has created
an open kitchen and living room to evoke
a sense of community. Here, guests are
invited to learn how the resort reinvents
the basics of food and drink through its
unique zero-waste, farm-to-table concept,
which is complemented by its local-sourcing
philosophy and heritage techniques. The
menu concept is 70 percent plant-based
and sourced within an hour’s drive of the
property, and the bar infuses locally grown,
natural ingredients and botanicals into
its beverages. Meanwhile, the Toja Spa
celebrates the wellbeing traditions of Buahan
village and its surrounding areas with a
unique open garden experience.
Situated in a quiet enclave surrounded
by rice paddies and jungle, the site’s unique
topography is next to the Ayung River and
waterfall, including a sweeping view of the
seven majestic peaks. The resort’s bales are
designed to blend spacious indoor-outdoor
living areas with 180-degree panoramic
views and the sounds of nature through a
Naked Experience, where only a thin veil
separates guests from the natural world.
Scattered on and off the property, secret
Hideaway Spots draw on being at one with
nature, providing guests with a garden
sanctuary for meditation, reading or simply
taking a moment to pause and unwind.
escape.banyantree.com

panning an incredible 865 acres,
conservationist Bill Bensley purchased
around 875,000 trees, 4.5 kilometres of
wild river and three magnificent waterfalls,
saving it from becoming a titanium mine and
creating a low-impact camp in collaboration
with the Shinta Mani Foundation and
the Wildlife Alliance NGO in the process.
He called it Shinta Mani Wild, and it’s an
all-inclusive tented camp in southwest
Cambodia’s Cardamom Mountains Rain
Forests eco-region.

Guests are pushed beyond their boundaries
on check-in, taking a leap of faith from a
seven-storey tower and flying along one of
South-East Asia’s longest zip lines. Gliding
over the dense Cardamom rainforest, a river
and a roaring waterfall, guests finally arrive
at the Landing Zone Bar, where they are
greeted with a stiff drink!
Beyond ziplining and patrolling, there
are activities to suit every taste. As Bensley
enthuses, “Super athletic guests do
somersaults off the five-storey Raging Big
Sisters Waterfall followed by kayaking and
mountain biking, or there are those who
forage for dinner in the forest with our chef.
Some simply want to read a book in the
outdoor bath that overlooks the jungle.”
wild.shintamani.com

Above: Let the
soothing rush of a
wild river lull you to
sleep at Shinta Mani,
Cambodia, or work up
an adrenaline rush in
this conservationist's
dream.

Below: Wake up to
warm sunshine at
Wild Coast Tented
Lodge, Sri Lanka,
where your stay is
both sustainable and
contributes to local
communities.

Left: Motu Nao Nao,
Tahiti, places respect
for people, local
economies and the
environment at the
top of the list so you
can relax in paradise.

Below: Set amidst the
crystal-clear waters
of Tahiti, The Brando
is close to realising
its goal of being fully
carbon neutral and
self-sustainable.

make the most of local and ethically sourced
ingredients, while a farm on the island
provides eggs, vegetables and spices. Fish are
caught straight from the lagoon.
To increase its sustainability efforts, the
resort is run by solar energy (between 83 and
100 percent), and it has also incorporated
several waste-reduction, wildlife protection
and local community initiatives to have as
little impact as possible on the environment.
motunaonao.com

THE BRANDO
Tetiaroa
Tahiti

D
WILD COAST TENTED LODGE
Yala
Sri Lanka

MOTU NAO NAO
Raiatea
Tahiti

W

O

ith parts built by local fishermen from
recycled teak shingles, Wild Coast
Tented Lodge has been designed to mimic
the rocky outcrops scattered across the
local landscape. Located near Yala National
Park in the south of Sri Lanka, the resort
offers many sustainable pluses, including
recycled water and transforming food waste
into cooking gas and organic manure in the
gardens. Hot water is driven by the exhaust
in air conditioners, 50 percent of its energy
is driven by a solar plant, and a desalination
plant is in progress. Wild Coast is also
building the first leopard research station
in Sri Lanka.
Together with the lodge’s sister properties,
Ceylon Tea Trails and Cape Weligama, Wild
Coast Tented Lodge contributes to local
communities through the MJF Foundation
and to the environment through Dilmah
Conservation, which focuses on biodiversity
conservation, environmental education,
and research and development in areas of
sustainable agriculture, climate change
adaptation and heritage conservation.
resplendentceylon.com/
wildcoastlodge-yal

n a private island, otherwise known as a
motu, close to the island of Raiatea, lies
the luxury resort Motu Nao Nao. Offering
a deserted island experience Robinson
Crusoe-style, this tropical oasis was designed
with the most discerning traveller in mind.
Featuring three handcrafted bungalows, the
resort’s private chef has tailored the menu to

iscovered by the late Marlon Brando,
who sought to preserve this slice of
paradise by protecting the land and creating
a research station and eco-resort, this private
island is a celebrity haven, having hosted
the Kardashians and Leonardo DiCaprio,
to name but a few. More importantly, the
Brando is nearing its goal of becoming fully
carbon-neutral and self-sustainable. Part of
a pioneering scientific experiment involving
a complex seawater air-conditioning system,
the villas are powered by solar energy.
As a bonus, there are research laboratories
at the resort’s eco station where scientists
conduct short- and long-term studies in
ecology, marine biology and conservation.
thebrando.com
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NINAMU RESORT
Tikehau Atoll
Tahiti

TURTLE ISLAND
Yasawa Islands
Fiji

H

T

idden away on a private island in the
southwest corner of the Tikehau Atoll
lies Ninamu Resort. This earthly delight
is entirely off grid and features just ten
handcrafted bungalows built from natural,
locally sourced materials. All the food is
local and organic, and guests can even catch
fish for dinner. Ninamu's tropical waters
are bursting with life and are a haven for
luxury-seeking outdoor enthusiasts (divers,
kiteboarders, surfers and paddlers). Guests
can also unwind on the private beachfront
day beds, float in the lagoon or just enjoy the
sounds of the waves lapping.
motuninamu.com

urtle Island serves as an idyllic
sanctuary with its 500 acres of
forests, 12 private beaches and tailor-made
experiences. Home to only 14 couples at a
time, the island has been offering sustainable
initiatives for forty years, such as culinary
delights from the organic vegetable garden,
where staff dry, ferment and pickle produce
to reduce waste. The gastronomic creativity
continues with hibiscus flowers, soursop
leaves and lemongrass made into Turtle
Island teas. The island is also home to dairy
cows, pigs, ducks, over 500 hens and 120,000
honey bees, which help reduce carbon
emissions from food miles.

Turtle Island also gives back to the
community that lives on the island and in the
surrounding villages, supporting community
relief efforts for over 520 families. This
includes providing food supplies to
neighbouring villages as well as donating
fishing and farming equipment, reuniting
families in the Yasawas – thirty people,
including 12 children, were safely repatriated
back to their villages after being stranded on
the mainland – and, of course, supporting the
endangered turtles that live at the sanctuary.
turtlefiji.com

MACARTHUR PLACE
Sonoma, California
USA

W

ith over 425 wineries, Michelinstarred restaurants and breathtaking
landscapes, there are infinite reasons to
travel to Sonoma. Soon, you can add the US’s
first 100-percent sustainable wine region
to the list and a historic Sonoma property
reimagined with scores of farmhouse charm
and natural luxury. Originally a vineyard and
working ranch, MacArthur Place Hotel & Spa
has been transformed into a luxurious inn
and wellness destination on a 6-acre estate.
The Spa at MacArthur offers over forty
different massages, and facials and body
treatments use the flowers, herbs and plants
from the garden. Meanwhile, sustainability
abounds in the building with its recycled
materials, energy-efficient mechanical and
electrical systems, and bioswales that collect
and store rainwater runoff for biofiltration.
You can even cruise around on one of the
hotel’s complimentary electric bikes.
macarthurplace.com

Above: Turtle
Island in Fiji has
placed people
and nature first
for forty years.
Right: Known
for its vineyards,
Sonoma in
California is
almost fully
sustainable;
Macarthur Place
is leading the
way so you can
indulge guilt-free.

SINGITA MARA RIVER TENTED CAMP
Serengeti
Tanzania

D

eep within the northern Serengeti,
where one of the highest concentrations
of Mara River wildlife live, Singita Mara
River Tented Camp is the perfect site for the
ultimate Great Migration safari.
A purpose-built eco-lodge, Singita Mara
River runs entirely off grid, eliminating
the unnecessary use of energy and nonbiodegradable materials. Afro-bohemian
chic sets the tone in the camp with spun
natural fabrics, canvas, stone and raw leather
blending into the vibrant colours of the
Maasai and elegant art pieces by African
designers and artisans.

Left: Looking
to go off-grid?
Singita Mara
Tented Camp,
Tanzania, boasts
an eco-lodge
that offers the full
safari experience
in sustainable
style.
Below: You can’t
go past Byron
Bay in New
South Wales
for eco luxury;
Crystalbrook
Byron is setting
the bar high by
pursuing green
certification.

With six spacious safari tents, each with an
ensuite, Singita Mara River has much more
to offer than a comfy bed and an excellent
safari experience. Enjoy a refreshing splash
after a Serengeti safari in the camp’s plunge
pool, or revive your body and mind with a spa
treatment on your private deck.
singita.com/lodge/singita-mara-rivertented-camp
DAIRY FLAT LODGE
Musk, Victoria
Australia

D

airy Flat Lodge is the new property
from the Wolf-Tasker family and the
team behind the iconic Lake House in
Daylesford. This 38-acre regenerative farm
set amidst rolling hills in the hamlet of Musk,
outside Daylesford, features an extensive and
productive vegetable garden, a vineyard, an
established olive grove and an orchard of
350 heritage fruit trees.
The European-style Lodge offers luxurious
accommodation for 12 and is ideal for those
keen to embrace life on a farm but still want
hotel-style comforts. A live-in concierge can
organise every aspect of your stay, while
the Bake House, which sits within a semiunderground cellar space, specialises in
slow-fermented sourdough and viennoiserie.
Experience The Lodge as part of Large
Tribes, which involves exclusive use for up to
12 guests and can be made up to 12 months in
advance, or Small Tribes allows for individual
reservations for two to four guests, which can
be made up to eight weeks in advance.
dairyflatfarmdaylesford.com.au

Crystalbrook is working
with EarthCheck to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions
and introduce zerowaste operations and
refine its ecosystem
conservation.
CRYSTALBROOK BYRON
Byron Bay, New South Wales
Australia

A

true celebration of nature, responsible
luxury and the local environment,
Crystalbrook Byron offers 92 suites, each
with verandahs, and the resort works with
its surrounding landscape for an immersive
experience. Next to a lush rainforest oasis,
the restaurant Forest sources over 80 percent
of the ingredients from within a three-hour
radius, and only sustainably sourced seafood
and free-range proteins are used. All printed
materials have been removed and tablets
control the rooms, while the bathrooms are
100-percent waste-free. Plastic is nowhere
to be found and recyclable materials are
used for items such as coathangers and
even the room key. Crystalbrook is working
with EarthCheck to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, introduce zero-waste operations
and refine its ecosystem conservation.
crystalbrookcollection.com/byron

ELYSIAN
Long Island, Queensland
Australia

I

ndulge in the ultimate escapism at Elysian,
the first 100-percent solar-powered island
resort on the Great Barrier Reef. Set within
a private cove surrounded by rainforest, only
twenty guests can stay at a time. Offering
diving in clear waters, paddleboarding or
kayaking around the uninhabited island
and hammocks to soak up the sound of the
waves, environmental care can be seen in the
use of biodegradable cleaning products, the
growing of fruit and vegetables, and the use
of reef-safe sunscreen. So, as you enjoy your
organic spa treatments, you can be assured
you're not hurting the environment.
elysianretreat.com.au
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Set among restored heritage
warehouses with intimate
laneways that are home to
stand-out bars, restaurants
and boutiques, the Hotel
Britomart is New Zealand's
first 5 Green Star hotel,
certified by the NZ Green
Building Council.
HOTEL BRITOMART
Auckland
New Zealand

HAPUKU LODGE + TREE HOUSES
Kaikoura
New Zealand

K

aikoura in New Zealand’s South Island
is the first local authority in the world to
become a Green Globe-certified community.
Nearly every local operator has a green
mission embedded in their operations, caring
for the environment and bringing tourists
from all over the world.
If you’ve ever dreamed of staying in the
Magic Faraway Tree, bring your fantasy to
life at one of the Lodge’s five Tree Houses.
Set more than 10 metres above the ground
in a canopy of a native Kanuka grove, the
Tree Houses are designed to complement the
natural environment. Their large windows
bring the tree canopies into the bedroom
and provide impressive views of Kaikoura’s
dramatic mountains and the Pacific Ocean.
Hapuku Lodge + Tree Houses nurture
and restore the area by planting native
trees, reintroducing native birds and being
sustainable in their operations. Their ecoefforts include sourcing ingredients and
products from local farmers and purveyors;
growing an organic kitchen garden with
seasonal vegetables and herbs; and reducing,
recycling and composting with the goal
of becoming a zero-waste community.
Above: Very sleek
indeed, Britomart is
New Zealand's first
5 Green Star hotel.

Right: Hapuku's Tree
Houses fit right into
nature, both ethically
and physically.

Construction materials are all responsibly
sourced or recycled and the Tree Houses
have some of the most efficient fireplaces in
the world.
Hapuku Lodge + Tree Houses has also
recently opened Olive House in what was
once the home to the olive press. The building
can comfortably accommodate three couples
or large families. If you’ve had enough
family time, the upper floor can be occupied
separately as a two-bedroom suite, including
the lounge, while the ground floor room can
be occupied as a stand-alone guest room.
National Geographic has called Kaikoura
“a maritime Serengeti” and a “sea world
without walls” – unsurprisingly, there is
much to see and do, both on land and sea at
Hapuku Lodge + Tree Houses.
hapukulodge.com

One of the funkiest sustainable hotels,
The Hotel Britomart nabbed a place on
Condé Nast Traveller’s 2021 hot list and is
the only New Zealand representative.
Set among restored heritage warehouses
with intimate laneways that are home to
stand-out bars, restaurants and boutiques,
the Hotel Britomart is New Zealand’s first
5 Green Star hotel, certified by the NZ Green
Building Council. Sustainable commitments
include the reuse or recycling of almost 80
percent of waste during construction; towels
and linens are 100-percent organic cotton
with doonas and pillows made from a luxury
microfibre derived from recycled plastic
bottles; and the hotel’s uniforms are locally
designed.
The Hotel Britomart’s five suites exude
luxury. There are three on the top floor,
while two more are found in a glassy pavilion
constructed on the roof of the adjacent
century-old Buckland Building, accessed
through The Hotel Britomart’s fifth floor. O
thehotelbritomart.com

